THE  ARMISTICE WITH  GERMANY AND ITALY      163
Article 4 provides that zones to be demilitarized shall be evacu-
ated by French troops within ten days, except for the personnel
necessary to supervise and maintain fortifications and military
buildings.
Article 5 provides for the removal within 15 days of such arms
and supplies in the demilitarized zones as Italy does not require
France to surrender under Article 10. Fixed armaments in the
coastal territory of French Somaliland are to be rendered useless.
Article 6 requires that so long as hostilities continue between
Italy and Britain the maritime fortified areas and naval bases of
Toulon, Bizerta, Ajaccio and Oran shall be demilitarized.
Articles 7 and 8 concern the procedure to be followed in demili-
tarizing the areas and bases mentioned in Article 6.
Articles g through 26 parallel in a general way the main pro-
visions in Articles 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, n, 12, 14, 15, 19, 21 and 24 of the
German armistice.
Neutral diplomatic circles in Berlin hear that the original
Italian demands were whittled down considerably. The role
of Germany in this process, and her reasons for adopting that
role, are the subject of much speculation and contradictory
comment. It is understood that the original Italian demands
included the occupation of the Mediterranean coast up to and
including Marseille, on the model of the German occupation
of France's Channel and Atlantic coasts.
Today for the first time the French people have begun to
hear what the Germans are requiring of them, but only through
the British radio and other round-about methods. It was Ger-
many's desire to keep the terms secret until the last French-
man had laid down his arms and the German armies had
moved into all the promised positions. Some observers note